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Welcome to Christ Covenant  

 
 

Iõm delighted that youõve chosen to come to church today! 

 

Whether you have worshipped at this church for years or this is your first time, you 

are welcome here!  

 

Whether you come from a church background, a religious background other 

than Christianity, or no religious background at all, you are welcome here.  If 

youõve come to worship God, to find a sense of peace, to find friends and a sense 

of community, or simply because you are curious, regardless of your  motivation, you are welcome here . 

 

Christ Covenant is a progressive, inclusive church, influenced by liberation,  feminist, and traditional 

Christian theologies.  As a beautifully diverse congregation, we value each personõs spiritual path 

and practices.   We journey with one another across lines that often divide.  

 

Our church is experiencing new beginnings and we hope that, if you are new to our community - or 

returning after some time away, you will be a part of this new day of hope and expectation.  The 

months ahead will be filled with new programs to explore our faith, with new leadership, fresh 

experiences of worship, and, hopefully, with all sorts of growth and renewed vitality.  

 

We seek to grow in spirit, caring for one another, reaching out to the needs of the world, and living 

abundant lives.  Christ Covenant has our roots in the LGBT Christian community; however, we are a 

church for all!  Our desire is to grow into the whole image of God, reflective of all Godõs people.  

 

Again, welcome!  Because you are here - bringing your journey, your faith, your struggles - our 

worship is a fuller, richer experience.  

 

If you have questions about worship, about our church, or need any assistance, we hope that you 

will let us know - either by seeing someone in leadership today or by contacting the church office  

(404 373 2933 or office@christcovenantmcc.org) during the week.   

 

This is the Season of Epiphany - meaning òshowing forthó.  I pray that the love of God, the kindness 

and grace of Godõs people, and the beauty of the churchõs worship will be shown forth to you 

today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Blessing, 
 

 

 

 

Rev. Elder Glenna T Shepherd  

Pastor 



+  
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The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
   11:00 AM  WORSHIP 

PRELUDE         Michael Monroe  
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

 

 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

One:              God calls us from darkness into light;  
Many:              From ignorance into knowledge;  
 

One:   From death into life;  
Many:   From selfishness into service.  

One:              Come! Let us respond to God's call:  
Many:   Here I am!   Send me!    

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #70     God Is Here! As We Your People Meet                

 

 

THE FIRST READING  Isaiah 6:1 -8 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw God on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 

Godõs robe filled the temple.  Seraphs were in attendance above; each had six wings: with 

two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 

And one called to another and said: òHoly, holy, holy is the God of hosts; the whole earth is 

full of the glory.ó  The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 

the house filled with smoke.  

 

And I said: òWoe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 

of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the Almighty One!ó  Then one of the seraphs flew to 

me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.  The seraph 

touched my mouth with it and said: òNow that this has touched your lips, your guilt has  

departed and your sin is blotted out.ó  Then I heard the voice of the God saying, òWhom 

shall I send, and who will go for us?ó And I said, òHere am I; send me!ó  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ At this sign, 

please rise in body 

or spirit. 

 

BOLD TYPE  

Indicates words to 

be read aloud by 

the congregation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning 

Worship 11AM  

 

Hymns, prayers, a 

weekly message 

combined with 

singing of the  

congregation and 

various ensembles  

make this a time 

for centering in 

Godõs presence.  

 

As we connect 

with God and one 

another we are 

equipped  to move in 

the world as  the  

embodiment of Godõs 

inclusive love.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our readings are 

taken from the 

Hebrew and  

Christian scriptures  

and from other 

sacred or relevant  

texts. 
 

+  



 

4 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

One:   God, we pray for all those who suffer injustice or oppression.   Rescue them when  

            they cry out for help.  
Many: God, hear our prayer.  

 

One:  God, we pray for all who suffer illness or disease.   Heal their wounds; make whole  

             their brokeness.  

Many:  God, hear our prayer.  
 

One:  God, we pray for our community.   Embrace us with your love and lead us in the  

             way of justice.  

Many:  God, hear our prayer.  

 

One:     God, we pray for help as we live out our callings, both individual and  

              communal.   Keep us hopeful and faithful on our journeys.  

Many:   God, hear our prayer.  

 
One:     We offer these prayers on behalf of those here today:  
  

              Prayers are read.  
 

One:     God of love and grace, you have called forth disciples and prophets to live and  

              speak your word.   Give us ears to hear, lives to respond, and voices to proclaim  

              the good news of your justice and mercy.   Amen.  

 

 

 

THE SECOND READING  
From Frederick Buechner Listening to Your Life: Daily Meditations, p. 258.  

 
In the year that King Uzziah died, or in the year that John F. Kennedy died, or in the year 

that somebody you loved died, you go into the temple if that is your taste, or you hide 

your face in the little padded temple of your hands, and a voice says, "Whom shall I send 

into the pain of a world where people die?" and if you are not careful, you may find 

yourself answering, "Send me." You may hear the voice say, "Go." Just go.  
 
Like "duty," "law," "religion," the word "vocation" has a dull ring to it, but in terms of what it 

means, it is really not dull at all. Vocare, to call, of course, and a person's vocation is a 

person's calling. It is the work that one is called to in the world, the thing that one is  

summoned to spend one's life doing. We can speak of a person's choosing his or her  

vocation, but perhaps it is at least as accurate to speak of a vocation's choosing the 

person, of a call's being given and a person's hearing it, or not hearing it. And maybe 

that is the place to start; the business of listening and hearing. A person's life is full of all 

sorts of voices calling in all sorts of directions. Some of them are voices from inside and 

some of them are voices from outside. The more alive and alert we are, the more  

clamorous our lives are. Which do we listen to? What kind of voice do we listen for?  

WE JOIN TOGETHER  

IN PRAYER.   

 

Our prayer altar is 

located just  inside  the  

narthex.  You may 

write your prayers 

there and light a  

candle  to  illumine  your 

prayers.  

 

Our clergy team  

includes these  

written prayers in 

their weekly  

meetings.  

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE  

STATEMENT: 

 

Please call the 

church office if you 

have a pastoral 

need.  We offer  

responsive  Pastoral  Care; 

please let us know 

how we can help.  

 

 

 

THE AUTHOR 

 

Frederick Buechner, 

author of more 

than  30 works of  

fiction and  

nonfiction, is a  

Presbyterian minister. 

He has been a finalist 

for both the Pulitzer 

Prize and the  National  

Book Award, and 

was honored by the 

American Academy 

of Arts and Letters.  

 

Buechner currently 

lives with his wife, 

Judith Merck, in  

Vermont. His most 

recent work is The 

Alphabet of Grace.  

 



THE GRADUAL        Ancient Words 
 

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world;   

They resound with Godõs own heart,  

O, let the ancient words impart;  

 

Words of life, words of hope, give us strength, help us cope;  

In this world whereõer we roam,  

Ancient words will guide us home.  
 

Refrain:  

Ancient words, ever true,  

changing me, and changing you;  

We have come with open hearts,  

O let the ancient words impart.   (repeat refrain)  

 
 

 

+       THE GOSPEL LESSON               Luke 5:1-11 

 

One:  A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.   Listen for the word of God.  
 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pushing in on him to hear 

the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake.  The fishermen had left them and were 

washing their nets.  He got into one of the boats, the one that belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out 

a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  

 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, òPut out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 

catch.ó  Simon answered, òMaster, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say 

so, I will let down the nets.ó  When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 

beginning to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 

came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.  

 

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesusõ knees, saying, òGo away from me!  I am a sinful man!ó 

For he and all who were with him were astounded at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so were 

James and John, Zebedeeõs sons, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, òDo not be 

afraid; from now on you will be catching people.ó When they had brought their boats to shore, they left 

everything and followed him.  
 

One:  This is the word of God.  

All:  Glory to you Creator, Christ and Eternal Spirit.  
 

 

 

 

THE GLORIA #756  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON  Who Are We?  People with a Mission  

                                          Revered Elder Glenna Shepherd  
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+  

Music: J. Berthier 
Ateliers et Presses de Taizeô, F-71250 Taizeò-Communauteô 



HYMN OF RESPONSE           Here I am Lord    

 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CONFESSIONS OF OUR HEARTS 
 

One:  We acknowledge our need to confess what we have done and what we  

             have left undone.  
 

 Confession in silence  
 

All:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according  

             to your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions.  Create in us a clean  

             heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.  Restore to us the joy of  

             your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit.  
 

One:  As Godõs forgiven and restored people, please offer the peace of God to 

             one another.  
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

   Call to Offering  
 

   Offertory                                                Michael Monroe  
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Growing churches 

are giving churches 

and giving churches 

are growing 

churches.   
 

As our church  

develops programs 

and reaches out to 

our community, 

please consider  

tithing or giving  

regularly and  

generously.  The 

blessings of giving will 

enrich your life and 

prosper Godõs work 

in this place!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND  

OFFERING  

 

We value open  

communication 

about the stewardship  of 

our  financial  resources . 

 

For the week ending 

January 31, 2010  

 

Worship Attendance  

Total: 76 

 

Tithes and Offerings  

Total:  $1415.00 

 

Weekly Budget 

Needs: $3736.68  

 



+  

+  

 

 

 

 
 

+  
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Doxology  
 

Lend your joy to all our giving, let it light our pilgrim way;   

From the night of anxious keeping, loose us into generous day.  

Open wide our hands in sharing as we heed Christõs ageless call, 

Healing, teaching and reclaiming, honoring you by loving all.  
 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

One:   God is with you.  

Many:   And also with you.  

One:   Open your hearts.  

Many:   We open our hearts to God.  

One:   Let us give thanks to our God.  

Many:   In joy we give our thanks and praise!  
 

One:   ...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of  

 Heaven, we praise your name as we speak together their  

unending hymn:  

The Sanctus  

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and love,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name 

of God.  Hosanna in the highest.  
 

The Story 
 

Prayer of Consecration  

One:   Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these  

  gifts of bread and wine.  

                                                      

  Make them to be for us nourishment for our souls, even the  

 body and life of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of 

Christ, 
 

  By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other,  

  and one in ministry to all the world,  
 

  Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church,  

  All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  
 

Invitation to the Meal       Come Just As You Are  

 

Celebrants:         Come just as you are, hear the Spirit call.         

                 Come just as you are ð Come and see, come receive,       

                 Come and live forever.  

           

     Life everlasting, and strength for today,   

      Taste the living water and never thirst again.  

 

Congregation:    Come just as you are, hear the Spirit call.  

      Come just as you are ð Come and see, come receive,  

      Come and live forevermore.  
 

Sharing the Elements  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

 

All are welcome at 

communion.  

 

Your server will offer 

you the elements 

and say a brief 

prayer of blessing.  

 

The wine is  

alcohol -free so that 

all may receive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+  
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COMMUNION SONGS 

 

As the Deer  

As the deer pants for the water,  

So my soul longs after you.  

You alone are my heart's desire  

And I long to worship you.  

 

Refrain  

You alone are my strength, my shield;  

To you alone may my spirit yield.  

You alone are my heart's desire  

And I long to worship you.  

 

I want you more than gold or silver,  

Only you can satisfy.  

You alone are the real joy -giver  

And the apple of my eye.  

 

Refrain  

I Will Change Your Name  

I will change your name, you shall no longer be called  

Wounded, outcast, lonely or afraid.  

 

I will change your name, your new name shall be  

Confidence, joyfulness, overcoming one,  

faithfulness, friend of God, one who seeks my face.  
 

CCLI License #2841182  
 

 

Spirit of the Living God #283  

 

Thereõs a Sweet, Sweet Spirit #293                                                                             (1st stanza only)  
 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN #172   Jesus Calls Us, Oõer the Tumult   

 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                     Mic hael Monroe  

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone interested in singing, playing the piano, the guitar, a flute or any musical 

instrument for worship, please see Michael Monroe or contact him via phone 

404.849.3830 or email MichaelJMonroe@aol.com  



 

 

 

Chimes in Print  

February is Black History Month  

 
THIS WEEKõS EVENTS 

 

Sunday, February 7  
 

10:15  Fellowship Breakfast      Davis Hall  
 

11:00  Community Worship      Sanctuary  
 

12:15  The Faith We Sing         Sanctuary  
 

                 In this 3-week series, Rev. Glenna will teach four hymns  

                          and lead a conversation about  the theology of each.   

                          Please join her in the sanctuary at 12:30 each week.    

             
 

Monday, February 8  
 

7:00  Yoga        Davis Hall  
 

Tuesday, February 9  
 

7:00 PM Centering Prayer      Prayer Room  
 

Saturday, February 13  
 

7:00 PM            Valentines Dance                                                          Davis Hall  
 

 

          

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

FEBRUARY 7,14,21  The Faith We Sing 

 

  14-May 2  12-Step Spirituality Sunday School Class  

 

  4,18  Guitar Class  

 

  13  Valentines Dance  

 

  17  Ash Wednesday Taizeõ Service  
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Keep in touch with whatõs happening here at CCMCC! 

Visit www.christcovenantmcc.org  

 

Sign up today for The Chimes, our weekly email containing news  

and an inspirational message.  

To begin receiving The Chimes, just include your email address on the  

registration pad, or send an email to:  

office@christcovenantmcc.org.  
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
FEBRUARY 20  Membership Class  

  12ñ28  Pump Boys and Dinettes  

 

 

 

MARCH 7  Installation Service of The Reverend Elder Glenna Shepherd  

  28ñApril 4  Holy Week  

 

 

 

Membership Class  

 

We will be giving a membership class on Saturday, February 20 from 10am -2pm with Rev. Shepherd and 

other congregation leaders.  If you are interested in learning more about this church, and exploring 

what membership means, you're invited to attend.   There will be a sign -up sheet in the Narthex  

beginning this Sunday.  
 

There is no obligation to join the church just from attending the class.  Please see the announcement 

below for a special treat to all who attend!  

 
*Lunch will be provided.  Please let us know if youõre vegetarian/vegan or if you have food allergies.  Weõll do our 

best to accommodate!  
 

 

 

Pump Boys and Dinettes  
 

Our very own Jen Smith is in the play, Pump Boys and Dinettes.  The dates and times are as follows:  
 

February 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27 at 8pm  

                14 at 4pm  

                21 and 28 at 2:30pm  
 

You can buy your tickets online at newlondontheatre.org where they are $10 or pay $12 at the door.  
 

The Connections Team invites you to attend the play as a group on Saturday, February 20 at 8pm.  All 

are invited and the folks from the membership class will be our special guests for the evening!  If you 

want to carpool we will meet in the church parking lot at 6:15pm for a prompt departure time of 

6:30pm.  If you would rather meet the group at the theatre, the address is:  
 

The New London Theatre  

2485 Main Street SW  

Snellville, GA 30078  
 

Come out for a super good time with friends and help support one of our own!  Hope to see you there!  
 

 

The Installation Service of The Reverend Elder Glenna Shepherd  
 

 

Please join us as we celebrate and install our new pastor, The Reverend Elder Glenna Shepherd on  

Sunday, March 7.  The celebration will begin at our 11am worship service and will continue with a light 

lunch and entertainment in Davis Hall.   
 

There will be an E -vite going out very soon and the favor of a reply is requested by Sunday, February 28.  
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CCMCC Valentines Dance  
Saturday, February 13, 2010  
7 - 11 pm  
 
Davis Hall - CCMCC  
Tickets $10 per person  

 
 

 Dinner by candlelight  
 

 Menu:   Spaghetti, Salad, Bread, Dessert  
                     (vegetarian sauce and meat sauce)  
 

 Satin Britches will play light music  
 during dinner and dance music will follow.  
 

 You can purchase fresh long -stemmed roses and photos  
 of the evening.  


