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LENTEN WORSHIP 
 

Ash Wednesday  February 17   7pm  Taizeõ Service 

Lent 1   February 21  11am  Hunger IN THE WILDERNESS 

Lent 2   February 28  11am  Loss IN THE WILDERNESS 

Lent 3   March 7  11am  Water IN THE WILDERNESS 

Lent 4   March 14  11am  Insight IN THE WILDERNESS  

Lent 5   March 21  11am  A Way IN THE WILDERNESS 

Lent 6   March 28  11am  Mirage IN THE WILDERNESS  (Palm Sunday) 
 

 

HOLY WEEK 
 

Passover   March 30  7pm  Seder Service 

Maundy Thursday  April 1   7pm  Foot Washing Service 

Good Friday April 2   7pm  Tenebrae Service 

Easter   April 4   11am  Easter Celebration 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES DURING LENT 
 

February 24  6:30pm LENTEN FILM AND DISCUSSION 1:  The Kite Runner 
 

March 3  6:30pm LENTEN FILM AND DISCUSSION 2:  Trading Places  
 

March 10  6:30pm LENTEN FILM AND DISCUSSION 3:  Groundhog Day  
 

March 17  6:30pm LENTEN OUTREACH ACTIVITY 1 
 

March 24  6:30pm LENTEN OUTREACH ACTIVITY 2 

 

 
 

 

BE SURE TO PICK UP YOUR COPY OF THE LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET ! 
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Ash Wednesday 
February 17, 2010   

7:00 PM  WORSHIP 

PRELUDE                       Michael Monroe 

 

 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

 

CALL TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENT 

 

One:  Lent allows us time to prepare for Holy Week.  

 It calls us to locate our imaginations along the path of Jesusõ 

           disciples as they head toward Jerusalem.  

 We are also called to repentance: repentance surely means 

           turning away from death-dealing life patterns, but it also 

           means turning toward  the ways of Christ.   Rather than  

           emphasizing things we should give up, perhaps Lent  

 offers an opportunity to try on new practices of discipleship. 

 

Many: Show us the way to an encounter with YOU, Holy One. 

 

 
 

CALL TO THE WILDERNESS 

 

One: Ash Wednesday - it begins.  We take the first steps into the  

           wilderness, into the barren and deserted place of alone-ness 

           and encounter with our souls and with God.  As we begin, we 

           are marked with a sign of human frailty. 

 

Many:  As we are marked with the sign of the cross, may we  

             remember the humanity of Jesus and follow him into the  

             wilderness. 
 

 

 

CALL TO INTROSPECTION 
 

One: Our worship on this Ash Wednesday calls us to introspection, to 

            look into ourselves, to examine our actions and thoughts, our 

            intentions and motives,  our relationships, the condition of  our 

            spirit is, and our place in the world. 

 

Many: Grant us the courage to reflect, O God!  The humility to be 

             honest.  The desire to examine ourselves in the light of your 

             love and the example of Jesus. 

 

One: We will hear:  scripture, poetry, reflection. 

 We will be silent with ourselves and each other. 

 We will sing - chant - repeating as mantra, so that the prayers 

           will sing themselves into our souls. 

 We will receive the ashes and remember who we are. 

 And we will pray through it all. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

+ Please rise in 

body or spirit. 

 
BOLD TYPE  

Indicates words to 

be read aloud by 

the congregation. 
 
The season of Lent 
begins on Ash 
Wednesday.   
Observing  Ash 
Wednesday, which 
became  common 
practice during the 
7th century, provides 
an  opportunity to 
engage in corporate 
confession in  
preparation for Lent, 
a  period of spiritual 
reflection.  
 
 
During an Ash 
Wednesday Service, 
ashes are placed on 
the foreheads of the 
congregation, with 
the reminder from 
Genesis, ñRemember 
that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall 
return."  
 

 

In medieval times, a 
popular sign read, 
"Remember you are 
dying." It was a  
reminder of the  
reality of death, but 
also, a reminder to 
live fully that day.   
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A BRIEF SILENCE 

 
 

JESUS IN THE WILDERNESS         Matthew 4: 1 - 11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.     

 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished.  The Tempter came 

and said to him, òIf you are the  Annointed of God, command these stones to become 

loaves of bread.ó  But he answered, òIt is written, ôOne does not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of God.õó  

 
 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,  

saying to him, òIf you are the Chosen One, throw yourself down; for it is written, ôGod will  

command the angels concerning you,õ and ôOn their hands they will bear you up, so that 

you will not dash your foot against a stone.õó Jesus said to him, òAgain it is written, ôDo not  

put your God to the test.õó   

 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the dominions of the 

world and their splendor; and said to him, òAll these I will give you, if you will fall down and 

worship me.ó  Jesus said, òAway with you, Satan! for it is written, ôWorship and serve your God 

alone.õó  Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.  
 

 

NADA TE TURBE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Text: Nothing can trouble; nothing can frighten  

  Those who seek God shall never go wanting.  

  Nothing can trouble; nothing can frighten  

  God alone fills us.  
 

 

 

 RETURN TO GOD 

 

WORSHIP IN THE 

WAY OF THE TAIZE 

COMMUNITY 

 

The Taizé  

Community, an  

ecumenical 

Christian monastic 

order in France, 

has spawned a 

unique style of 

worship music 

that reflects the 

meditative nature 

of the community.  

 

 

Taizé music  

employs simple 

phrases, usually 

lines from Psalms 

or other pieces 

of Scripture,  

repeated and 

sometimes also 

sung in canon, 

assisting us in 

meditation and 

prayer. 

 

 

The founder of 

the community, 

Brother Roger , 

said, òNothing is 

more conducive 

to a communion 

with the living 

God than a 

meditative  

common prayer 

with, as its high 

point, singing 

that never ends 

and that  

continues in the 

silence of oneõs 

heart when one 

is alone again.ó 



 

A TIME OF SILENCE 

 

 

A WILDERNESS POEM by Jan Richardson 

    from In Wisdomõs Path     
 

    I am not asking you 

    to take this wilderness from me, 

    to remove this place of starkness 

    where I come to know 

    the wildness within me, 

    where I learn to call the names 

    of the ravenous beasts  

    that pace inside me; 

    to finger the brambles 

    that snake through my veins; 

    to taste the thirst that tugs at my tongue. 

 

    But send me  

    tough angels, 

    sweet wine, 

    strong bread: 

    just enough. 

 

 

VENI SANCTE SPIRITUS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

ENGLISH TEXT:   Holy Spirit, come to us.  

 

A TIME OF SILENCE 

 

THE PLACE OF PAIN by Henri Nouwen 

    from The Inner Voice of Love: A Journey Through Anguish to Freedom  

     

Go Into the Place of Your Pain 
 

You have to live through your pain gradually and thus deprive it of its power over you. Yes, you must go into the place of 

your pain, but only when you have gained some new ground. When you enter your pain simply to experience it in its 

rawness, it can pull you away from where you want to go. 
 

What is your pain? It is the experience of not receiving what you most need. It is a place of emptiness where you feel 

sharply the absence of the love you most desire. To go back to that place is hard,  

because you are confronted there with your wounds as well as with your powerlessness to heal  

yourself. You are so afraid of that place that you think of it as a place of death. Your instinct for  

survival makes you run away and go looking for something else that can give you a sense of  

at-homeness, even though you know full well that it canõt be found out in the world. 
 

You have to begin to trust that your experience of emptiness is not the final experience, that beyond it is a place where 

you are being held in love. As long as you do not trust that place beyond your emptiness, you cannot safely reenter the 

place of pain. 
 

So you have to go into the place of your pain with the knowledge in your heart that you have  

already found the new place. You have already tasted some of its fruits. The more roots you have in the new place, the 

more capable you are of mourning the loss of the old place and letting go of the pain that lies there. You cannot mourn 

something that has not died. Still, the old pains, attachments, and desires that once meant so much to you need to be 

buried. 
 

You have to weep over your lost pains so that they can gradually leave you and you can become free to live fully in the 

new place without melancholy or homesickness. 
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WAIT FOR THE LORD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A TIME OF SILENCE 

 

 

PSALMS OF LAMENT:  READINGS FROM PSALMS 51 AND 102 

  

From Psalm 51:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know 

my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 

You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  Purge me with hyssop, and I 

shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you 

have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from your 

presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 

willing spirit.  Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
 

Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.  

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 

For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.  The sacrifice  

acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

 
 
From Psalm 102:  Hear my prayer, O GOD; let my cry come to you.  Do not hide your face from me on the day of 
my distress.  Incline your ear to me; answer me speedily on the day when I call.  
 

For my days pass away like smoke, and my bones burn like a furnace.   My heart is stricken and withered like 

grass; I am too wasted to eat my bread.  Because of my loud groaning my bones cling to my skin.   I am like an 

owl of the wilderness, like a little owl of the waste places.    I lie awake; I am like a lonely bird on the housetop.  All 

day long my enemies taunt me; those who deride me use my name for a curse.  For I eat ashes like bread, and 

mingle tears with my drink.  My days are like an evening shadow; I wither away like grass.   
 

But you, O GOD, are enthroned for ever; your name endures to all generations.  You will rise up and have  

compassion.  You will appear in your glory.   You will regard the prayer of the destitute, and will not despise their 

prayer.   Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet unborn may praise GOD: that you 

looked down from your holy height, from heaven you looked at the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners, to 

set free those who were doomed to die;  so that your name may be declared in Zion, and your praise when  

peoples gather together to worship you.  
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CONFITEMINI DOMINO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

  ENGLISH TEXT: Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  

     You alone, O God, are holy.  

     Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  Alleluia.  
 

 

 

PRACTICES OF LENT Matthew 6: 1 - 6, 16 - 21 

 

òBeware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from God 

for that.  So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the  

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others.  But when you give alms, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and the One who sees in secret 

will reward you.  

 

òAnd when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 

street corners, so that they may be seen by others. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray 

to your Mother -Father who is in secret; and the One who sees in secret will reward you. òWhen you are praying, do 

not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. 

Do not be like them, for God knows what you need before you ask.  

 

òAnd when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that 

they are fasting.  But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not 

by others, but by God who is in secret; and the One who sees in  secret will reward you.  

 

òDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 

steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.ó 
 

 

 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES  Remember that you are dust.     
 

 

 

PRAYERS IN THE WILDERNESS 

After you are marked with ashes, you are invited to light candles and offer your prayers.  You are welcome to take 

the position that expresses your prayers:  you may kneel at the altar rail or remain in your pew  
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LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH TEXT: Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us.  Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me.   

                      Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within us.   Let my heart always welcome your love.  

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 

As you leave this evening, you will receive a workbook that will guide you through a personal  

process of self -discovery during the 40 days of Lent.   Use it as much or as little as you feel led.   We pray 

that through this Lenten experience, each of us we will be able to begin to heal the broken places in our 

lives that have kept us from being all that we were created to be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Sunday morning for worship  

9:30 - Sunday School  

10:15 - Fellowship Breakfast  

11:00 - Community Worship  

12:15 - The Faith We Sing with Rev. Elder Glenna Shepherd  
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